Make your
business buzz
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biodiversity
greener cities
nature-positive investment
nature-based solutions
nature recovery networks
rewilding
climate resilience
staff and stakeholder wellbeing
social value

bee-friendly rooftops
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Bees to see in APRIL

Buff-tailed bumblebee

White-tailed bumblebee

Early bumblebee

Tree bumblebee

Hairy-footed flower bee (male and female)

Red mason bee

Tawny mining bee

Ash mining bee

Gooden’s nomad bee
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Bees to see in SEPTEMBER

Tree bumblebee

Common carder bee

Red-tailed bumblebee

Buff-tailed bumblebee

Ivy mining bee

Yellow-faced bee

Large-headed resin bee

Common furrow bee

Honeybee (worker)

There are 270 bee species
in the UK:
•
•
•

200+ solitary bees
24 bumblebees
1 honeybee

Why should your company
help them?

Creating habitat for solitary bees and
bumblebees in cities addresses the climate
and ecological crisis in a practical and
joyful way that can engage both staff and
stakeholders.
Most bees DON’T sting, but all bees
pollinate. By pollinating flora, bees are
boosting biodiversity and sustaining life on
earth. Flora is a carbon sink and provides
oxygen, it soaks up rain water to prevent
flooding and its canopy cover cools cities
and improves air quality.
Bee-pollinated flora produces food including
fruits, vegetables, nuts, seeds and berries
that feed birds and other wildlife, and a
third of every mouthful we eat.
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Willughby’s leafcutter bee

City bees need your help
It is estimated that 35 UK solitary and
bumblebee species face extinction and
most face serious threats because of
habitat loss due to intensive agriculture
and urbanisation.

56% of the world’s population lives in
cities. By 2050, it will be 75%. This urban
expansion depletes and fragments nature
and results in biodiversity loss. Without the
strong life support system nature provides
to us, cities are at greater risk from poor air
quality, extreme heat, floods and droughts,
as well as higher carbon emissions that
threaten the planet.
Restoring nature in cities through nature
recovery networks, such as corridors of beefriendly rooftops, will help to make cities
more resilient and liveable for people, too.

Honeybees aren’t
the answer

Honeybees are naturally found in wooded
areas and London can present a difficult
environment. Wind tunnels formed by tall
buildings, heavy traffic and insufficient food
to feed 50,000 hungry mouths in each hive
at the height of the summer, can all have a
negative effect on the honeybee colony.
Other factors include:
• Risk of swarming
• Risk of stings
• High maintenance regime and costs.
Honeybees live in manmade hives and are
managed by beekeepers. Solitary bees
and bumblebees are wild. Helping wild
bee populations threatened by habitat loss
improves biodiversity.

How to make your rooftop
an oasis for solitary bees

1. Plant year-found, low-maintenance, beefriendly flowers, shrubs and trees that
thrive in exposed conditions.
2. Install bee hotels for solitary bees to
check-in and lay their eggs.
3. Put up an observation bee box as an
educational tool for staff and other
stakeholders to learn about solitary bees.
4. Add chairs and tables for staff to enjoy
the attractive bee-friendly flora.
5. Ditch the weed killer and bug sprays,
and leave stems and twigs for
overwintering bees.

Hannah Glaser, Commercial
Property Manager, Savills

‘‘

Alison has transformed two City office
rooftops from grey, dead spaces into
colourful bee havens buzzing with life.
She has a wealth of knowledge about
how to feed bees with attractive,
long-flowering plants, both native and
non-natives, that require little watering or
maintenance but look good all year
round. She has also planted a crab apple
tree whose white spring blossom is
smothered in bees. Once the bee
gardens are established, Alison visits
monthly to maintain them and to monitor
and photograph the different wild bee
visitors eight storeys above the City of
London. I never knew there could be so
many, including hairy-footed flower bees,
common carder bees and buff-tailed
bumblebees. Our tenants love to hear
about which bees have visited and are
happy to pay the costs involved. Alison is
easy to work with, very reliable and
passionate about bees.

’’

How to engage staff
and other stakeholders

Solitary bees are a good way to get staff
and other stakeholders interested in wider
sustainability issues through:
1. Going on a rooftop bee safari.

2. Lunch & Learn sessions about the
importance of bees and steps we can all
take to help them.
3. Talks on why bees and biodiversity are
vital to tackle the climate crisis.
4. Workshops to make DIY bee hotels.

5. Bee-related activities and events for
clients, tenants and partner schools.

Robert Powell, Director,
Pro Bono & Corporate
Responsibility, Weil,
Gotshal & Manges LLP

‘‘

Urban Bees’ entertaining and practical
lunchtime sessions about how to help
bees have proved extremely popular with
our employees at all levels of the firm.
It’s been a fantastic way to engage
employees in sustainability issues. We’ve
really enjoyed learning how to identify
different bee species. Employees also
appreciate why Weil has transformed its
roof terrace to provide food and lodging
for wild bees. And pupils from one of our
partner primary schools have come into
the office to make bee hotels and go on
a rooftop bee safari with Urban Bees.
It’s an experience they say they’ll
never forget!

’’

Helping bees helps your business
By working together, we will ensure your business:
•

stands out as a leader on the environment and
meeting biodiversity goals

•

implements nature-driven solutions to the
climate and nature emergencies

•

promotes understanding of biodiversity and the
benefits of rewilding cities

•

engages staff and other stakeholders and
improves wellbeing

•

creates social value.

We’d love to hear from you about how we could
work together.
Please contact alison@urbanbees.co.uk
T

W

0788 4054150
www.urbanbees.co.uk
BeesintheCity
alison_urbanbees
@alisonbenjamin
@UrbanBees

